
THE PANDEMIC CHALLENGES OUR IT SKILLS  

Which button do I press so that you can see and hear me? 

	As this most surreal of years comes to an end the most important event in the Old Wilsonian calendar  –its AGM – took place on December 8th albeit in a ‘Zoom’ format because of the restrictions in process as the consequence of Coronavirus. 
	The meeting saw the end of Neil Kendrick’s term of office as President – he held this position for three years rather than the traditional two, and not even Donald Trump could increase his term of office by 50%, and our sincere thanks are due to him for the way in which he has steered us through this most difficult of times.
	Neil is succeeded by Mark Mace, a most  worthy and able successor,  having already served a term as Treasurer of both  the OWA and the Senior  Football Club and been the architect of one of our Constitutions  and, amongst other things, he now  has to address himself to another version to take account of our proposed charitable status. 
	Mark has also played over 400 games for the Football Club and scored 165 goals, although he claims that this is an under-estimate, certainly as far as the latter is concerned.  
	In his valedictory address Neil proclaimed that Coronovirus has meant that the  proposed refurbishment of the Clubhouse  has not progressed in the way and with the speed that we would have liked,   but this  remains a priority, with  the renovation of  the ladies toilet and shower area  all but completed. 
	Progress has been made to make the Association a ‘Charitable Incorporated Organisation’ in order to take cognizance of its current constitute parts and,  once completed,  will be presented to an Extraordinary General Meeting of the membership for their consideration. 
	Treasurer Nick Mole reported that, despite all of the difficulties, Club finances have held up well, whilst the reports from the subsidiary clubs can be summarised as follows: 
	Senior Football A working party has been established to look at school recruitment,  which has been very successful, whilst their Constitution is  being looked at in light of their  changed membership.
	Junior Football   Currently have 31 teams in the Tandridge League, now have a second girls’ team and are strengthening across all age groups. 
	Netball Club   Held their AGM in September which discussed the further direction of the  Club,  with recruiting new members being a priority,  and have created a ‘Wilson’s Netball Facebook’ page to promote this ambition. 
	Tennis Club  Has shown continued growth in all sections,   with coaching sessions for ‘novices, improvers, intermediates and advanced players.’ 
	Squash & Racket Ball     Have invested in under floor heating, are looking to a recruitment drive and have noticed an uptake in day time play, probably the consequence of more people working from home.
	Cricket   Despite the fact that Coronavirus did not allow any cricket until mid July, both colts and seniors had enjoyable seasons with the T20 side reaching the final of the Kent League competition, which will be played in Tunbridge Wells next May. 
	It was agreed that the Association will continue under itscurrent  structure until Charitable status is achieved and thereby better represent the current membership of our thriving Club – you do not have to be a former pupil of the school to be an Old Wilsonian. 
	My ineptitude as far as IT is concerned is well-known, so how was I able to attend this   virtual meeting?
	Step forward Dave Welch, the esteemed Chair of the Cricket Club,  who kindly agreed that I could do so via his vast array of the necessary equipment displayed in his equally vast kitchen  – it has also got under-floor heating and ‘Alexa’ which, amongst other things, can turn lights on and off by a simple instruction.
	Meetings of the Cricket Club have also taken place in a similar fashion throughout the pandemic and Dave has been equally accommodating in order that I may participate. 
	Just before the meetings start the participants ask for permission to be admitted and, upon being given the green light, their faces pop up on a screen until it is awash with the visages of those involved.	
	The more people attending the smaller the images become, and thanks to Dave’s camera, they can also  see me as well as each other ; bad luck cricket club. 
	Coronavirus  meant that we were  unable to play any cricket until the middle of July, but we did play a virtual version of the game by which those with the requisite IT skills were not only able to take part but could also hear a ball by ball commentary of all of the games; ‘Test Match special’ has been alerted. 
	The announcement of 180 redundancies at ‘The Guardian’ and ‘Observer’ newspapers meant a busy time for the Union’s committee, and I was  able to attend these  via a telephone number which, upon dialling, informs me that:
“You have joined Google Chat. Please insert your password followed by the hash key” and, having completed these instructions, I am invariably told:
“You have joined the meeting, but you are the only one here.” 
	Eventually others do join and do so relieved at the thought that they cannot see me, although they can hear me but, then, we do not live in a perfect world. 
	I have also joined the TUC’s Pensions committee and the GPM Charitable Trust meetings by such methods.
	Sometimes participants are put  ‘on mute’ and ‘the host’ of the meeting has to press a button so that everyone can hear them, which is often a double-edged sword – we have all been at meetings where someone likes the sound of his/her own voice and assumes everyone else has the same opinion. 
	Then there is the question as to what you should wear and where you are at the time, never a problem when you can only be heard, and we have all seen those television interviews where the interviewee is trying to impress the viewers as they sit in front of their book or art collections.
	I’m waiting for the day when you can do the likes of cleaning, gardening, washing and shopping virtually - oh; apparently you can do the latter. 
	But now, and despite the Club having been put into Tier 3, there seems to be light at the end of the tunnel with no less than three vaccines available.
	The first person to avail herself of this facility was Margaret Keenan – make a note of that name because it will be part of a pub/trivia quiz in the not too distant future, whilst the second to be vaccinated was William Shakespeare – well, he is  456  and thereby somewhat vulnerable. 
	So there is hope as we approach the New Year and a real chance that things will get back to normal at Hayes in the not too distant future and everyone can enjoy their respective sports with the freedom of not having to worry about the virus, and perhaps having the occasional drink at the Bar afterwards!  
	In the meantime,  a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to my reader. 


